
“The President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, shall appoint, without re g a rd
to political affiliation, five citizens to serve as
members of the Review Board to ensure and
facilitate the re v i e w, transmission to the
A rchivist, and public disclosure of Government
re c o rds related to the assassination of Pre s i d e n t
John F. Kennedy.” JFK Act at § 7 (b)(1).

Although the Review Board members were
Presidential appointees, the JFK Act recom-
mended that the President select the Board
members from lists of names submitted to
the President by four professional associa-
tions—the American Historical Association,
the Organization of American Historians, the
Society of American A rchivists, and the
American Bar Association. The Review
Board’s biographies follow.

The Honorable John R. Tu n-
h e i m . The American Bar
Association re c o m m e n d e d
John R. Tunheim to the
P resident. Judge Tu n h e i m
is currently a United States
District Court Judge in the
District of Minnesota, and,
at the time of his nomina-
tion, was Chief Deputy

Attorney General of the state of Minnesota.
Judge Tunheim worked in the Office of the
Attorney General for 11 years as the Solicitor
General before his appointment as Chief
D e p u t y. Earlier, he practiced law privately and
served as Staff Assistant to U.S. Senator Hubert
H. Humphre y. He received his J.D. from the
University of Minnesota Law School, and his
B.A. from Concordia College in Moorh e a d ,
Minnesota. The Review Board members elected
Judge Tunheim to Chair the Review Board .

Henry F. Graff. Henry F.
Graff was recommended
to President Clinton by
the White House staff. He
is Professor Emeritus of
History at Columbia Uni-
v e r s i t y, where he held
rank as Instructor to Full
Professor from 1946-1991.
He served as the Chair-

man of the History Department fro m
1961–1964. In the 1960s he served on the
National Historical Publications Commis-
sion, having been appointed by Pre s i d e n t
Lyndon B. Johnson. Dr. Graff was also a
Senior Fellow of the Freedom Forum Media
Studies Center from 1991-1992. He re c e i v e d
his M.A. and his Ph.D. from Columbia Uni-
v e r s i t y, and his B.S.S. from City College,
New York. 

Kermit L. Hall. The Orga-
nization of American His-
torians nominated Kermit
L. Hall, Executive Dean of
the Colleges of the Arts
and Sciences, Dean of the
College of Humanities,
and Professor of History
and Law at The Ohio
State University. D e a n

Hall was appointed by Chief Justice
William Rehnquist to the Historical A d v i-
sory Board of the Federal Judicial Center
and is a director of the American Society for
Legal History. Dean Hall received his Ph.D.
f rom the University of Minnesota, a Master
of Study of Law from Yale University Law
School, received his M.A. from Syracuse
U n i v e r s i t y, and his B.A. from The Univer-
sity of A k ro n .
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William L. Jo y c e . The Soci-
ety of American A rc h i v i s t s
recommended William L.
Joyce to the President. Dr.
Joyce is currently the A s s o-
c i a t e University Librarian
for Rare Books and Special
Collections at Princeton
University. Joyce previ-
ously served as A s s i s t a n t

D i rector for Rare Books and Manuscripts at the
New York Public Library. Dr. Joyce has also
held positions at the American A n t i q u a r i a n
S o c i e t y, initially as the Curator of Manuscripts,
and later as the Education Off i c e r. He re c e i v e d
his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan, his
M.A. from St. John’s University, and his B.A.
f rom Providence College.

Anna Kasten Nelson. T h e
American Historical A s s o-
ciation recommended to
the President Anna K.
Nelson, the Distinguished
Adjunct Historian in Resi-
dence at the A m e r i c a n
U n i v e r s i t y. Dr. Nelson has
been a professor of fore i g n
relations at the A m e r i c a n

University since 1986. In 1975, she served on
the staff of the Public Documents Commis-
sion. Dr. Nelson previously served as the
D i rector of the Committee on the Records of
Government and a member of the Historical
Advisory Committee of the State Department.
She was a Distinguished Visiting Professor at
Arizona State University in 1992. She re c e i v e d
her Ph.D. from George Washington Univer-
s i t y, and both her M.A. and B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma.
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